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I. Comparative Law Method 
A. Introduction 

► Articles preceded by number are included in the Reading Material. 
Articles without a number are available on the Internet. 

Page 
No. 

1 Legal systems of the world, From Wikipedia 1 
2 Common Law, From Wikipedia 8 
3 Civil Law, From Wikipedia 13 
4 Excerpts from “From Lerotholi to Lando: Some Examples of Comparative 

Law Methodology,” Vernon Valentine Palmer, 53 Am. J. Comp. L. 261 
16 

 
 
II. Common Law: English Law 

A. Introduction 
1 BBC News Country Profile: United Kingdom 20
 Detailed profile on United Kingdom is available at: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
 

 
B. History 

2 Economist.com: History in Brief 23
3 BBC News: The Welfare State, Dr Claire Annesley 

The Economy, Dr Claire Annesley 
Conservatism in the United Kingdom, Rodney Barker 
Law and Order, Dr Claire Annesley 
Socialism in the United Kingdom, Rodney Barker 
Liberalism in the United Kingdom, Rodney Barker 
Northern Ireland: Dr. Claire Annesley 

24

 
 

C. Political Structure 
4 Parliament of the United Kingdom, From Wikipedia 35
 UK Parliament Official Website: http://www.parliament.uk/  
5 Excerpts from "British monarchy", From Wikipedia, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_monarchy
45

 Official website of the British Monarchy: 
http://www.royal.gov.uk/output/page1.asp

 

6 Excerpts from “An introduction to devolution in the UK,” Matthew Leeke, 
Chris Sear and Oonagh Gay, Parliament and Constitution Centre, House of 
Commons, Research Paper 03/84,17 November 2003 

50

7 Devolution in Scotland: Home truths about home rule, Economist print 
edition, May 18, 2006 

54

 
 

D. Judicial Structure 
8 A Tale of Two Systems 60 
9 Chapter 4: Judicial Structure, Comparative Law in the 21st Century,  

Michael J. Bazyler 
61 

10 One UK legal system: Think again 85 
11 Excerpts from Eurolegal Services: The Constitution of the UK 

http://www.eurolegal.org/britpages/ukconstset.htm
86 

 Judiciary of England and Wales 
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about_judiciary/judges_and_the_constitution/con
stitutional_reform/index.htm

 

 Department for Constitutional Affairs http://www.dca.gov.uk  
 The Constitutional Reform Act 2005-the role of the Lord Chancellor 

http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/notes/snpc-03792.pdf
 

12 A reform to rival Magna Carta 90 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://www.parliament.uk/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_monarchy
http://www.royal.gov.uk/output/page1.asp
http://www.eurolegal.org/britpages/ukconstset.htm
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about_judiciary/judges_and_the_constitution/constitutional_reform/index.htm
http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/about_judiciary/judges_and_the_constitution/constitutional_reform/index.htm
http://www.dca.gov.uk/
http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/notes/snpc-03792.pdf


 The Constitutional Reform Bill [HL]: a Supreme Court for the United Kingdom 
and judicial appointments, House of Commons Research Paper 05/06, 13 
January 2005, http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/rp2005/rp05-
006.pdf

 

 
E. Legal Education 

13 Legal Education in UK 92
 
F. Legal Actors 

14 Eurolegal Services UK Legal Professionals 98 
15 Barrister comic strips 106
16 British Lawyers Build Case Against Wigs 107
17 Public to get direct access to barristers 108
18 Five firms face unlimited fines for cold calling 109
19 QC Reforms, various articles 110
20 Legal aid 'is close to collapse' 114
21 Free access to justice is not under threat 115
22 If we're trying to make the law more transparent, why allow errant judges to 

remain anonymous?  
116

23 Class action offers hope in the legal battle against Goliath 117
 
G. Procedure 

 Her Majesty’s Courts Service, http://www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk/  
 Civil Procedure Act 1997, 

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts1997/1997012.htm
 

 Administrative Tribunals, 
http://www.lawteacher.net/ELS/Admin%20Tribunals.pdf

 

24 Going to Magistrates' Court 119 
25 A Day in the life of a Magistrate 121 
 Criminal Appeals Following Summary Trial, 

http://www.lawteacher.net/ELS/Criminal%20Process/Criminal%20Appeals.
htm

 

 
H. Substantive Law 

27 Human Rights Act 123
28 Anti-Social Behaviour Order 129

 
III. Civil Law: German Law 

A. Introduction 
1 BBC News Country Profile: Germany 133
 BBC News Profile: Angela Merkel, 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4572387.stm
 

 
B. History 

 History of Germany, from Wikipedia, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Germany

 

2 Far-Right Politician Praises Hitler 135
3 What's A German? The Search for Identity Continues 136

 
C. Political Structure 

4 Politics of Germany, from Wikipedia 138
5 Bundestag from Wikipedia 145
 German Bundestag Official Homepage, 

http://www.reichstag.eu/htdocs_e/index.html
 

 German Federal Government 
http://www.bundesregierung.de/Webs/Breg/EN/Federal-

 

http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/rp2005/rp05-006.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/rp2005/rp05-006.pdf
http://www.hmcourts-service.gov.uk/
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts1997/1997012.htm
http://www.lawteacher.net/ELS/Admin%20Tribunals.pdf
http://www.lawteacher.net/ELS/Criminal%20Process/Criminal%20Appeals.htm
http://www.lawteacher.net/ELS/Criminal%20Process/Criminal%20Appeals.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4572387.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Germany
http://www.reichstag.eu/htdocs_e/index.html
http://www.bundesregierung.de/Webs/Breg/EN/Federal-Government/federal-government.html


Government/federal-government.html
 
D. Judicial Structure 

6 Judiciary of Germany, From Wikipedia 148
7 Federal Constitutional Court of Germany, From Wikipedia 150

 
E. Legal Education 

8 Comparative Law and Teaching Law Through The Case Method In The 
Civil Law Tradition – A German Perspective, Dr. Rainer Grote, 82 U. Det. 
Mercy L. Rev. 163 

153

9 Fees? Nein, danke: Matthias Becker reports on German students' attempts 
to keep university tuition free 

165

 
F. Legal Actors 

10 Lawful Barbarism: German Law During The Holocaust 167
11 Collective shareholder lawsuits reach European courts 173
12 Breaking into 'Meinhattan' Market 175

 
G. Procedure 

13 The German Legal System 181
14 German Justice and the War on Terror: How Much Evidence Is Necessary 

in Suspected Terrorism Cases? 
184

 
H. Substantive Law 

15 Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany, From Wikipedia 186 
 Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany, Text edition – Status: 

http://www.reichstag.eu/htdocs_e/parliament/function/legal/germanbasicla
w.pdf

 

 German Law Journal, Review of Developments in German, European and 
International Jurisprudence. http://www.germanlawjournal.com/index.php

 

16 New Anti-Discrimination Act (ADA) in Germany 190 
 

 
IV. Non-Western Law: Chinese Law 

A. Introduction 
1 Economist Country Profile: China 192

 
B. History 

2 Economist: History in Brief 194
3 Chapter 14: History, Comparative Law in the 21st Century, Prof. Peter K. Yu 196
4 Maintaining the Mao myth 220

 
C. Political Structure 

5 Economist: Political Structure 221
6 The Two Faces of China's Leadership 224
 Human Rights Watch http://www.hrw.org/  

 
D. Judicial Structure 

7 China's legal system in transition 229
8 High-profile cases deal blows to credibility of Chinese legal reform 235
9 Political disruption of justice a growing danger in China 237

 
E. Legal Actors 

10 Rules seen as setback to justice in China 238
11 Rights Group Urges China To End Curbs On Lawyers 240
12 Testing the Limit 242

http://www.reichstag.eu/htdocs_e/parliament/function/legal/germanbasiclaw.pdf
http://www.reichstag.eu/htdocs_e/parliament/function/legal/germanbasiclaw.pdf
http://www.germanlawjournal.com/index.php
http://www.hrw.org/


 
F. Procedure 

13 China Tries Rights Lawyer, Barring His Kin And Counsel 245
14 China Starts New Investigation of Journalist 246
15 Some lives count more than others in China 248

 
G. Substantive Law 

16 China's high court to review death sentences 251
17 Chinese Embrace Quickie Divorce as State Butts Out of Private Lives 253
18 Not Exactly Counterfeit 255
19 Washington's attorney versus Beijing's pirates 261
20 Beijing 2008 263

 
 
V. Non-Western Religion-Based Law: Islamic Law 
 

1 Muhammad, From Wikipedia 264
2 Shari’a and Positive Legislation: is an Islamic State Possible or Viable? 

Abdullahi A. An-Na’im 
280

3 Can the Shari'ah be Restored? Wael Hallaq, Islamic Law and the 
Challenges of Modernity 

289

4 Iraq’s Legal System Staggers Beneath the Weight of War, Michael Moss, 
the New York Times 

304

 


